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GTS TRIPLE WHEEL SHORTBOARD
SIZES: 66, 7'0, 7'6 | FITS: |-4 BOARDS

Exclusive 20mm protective walls | Compression straps - internal & external | Reinforced skid plate

DOUBLE COMPACT
SIZES: 60, 64,6'8, 7'2 | FITS: I-2 BOARDS

Fitted design | 20mm moulded protective side wall | Expandable gusset for fins

AIRCON SHORTBOARD
SIZES: 5'8,6'0, 64, 6'8, 70, 7'4, 7'8 | FITS: | BOARD

Aircon airflow vent | Long easy-entry zip | Expandable gusset for fins

See the full cover range at oceanearth.com




CUSTOM BUILT



HANDCRAFTED IN AUSTRALIA

CALL 0412 376 464
OR EMAIL MARK@RILEY.COM.AU

WWW.BALSASURFBOARDSRILEY.COM.AU

Australian Environmentally-friendly handcrafted surfboards for the
individual in all of us, with a guarantee. Enjoy Responsibly



The quintessential ‘wish you were here’ moment.

Photo: Waterline Photography,
courtesy of Offshore Surfers Surf Charters

The Surf Trip, it is something we as
surfers hold so dear. It embodies that
very spirit of adventure, the promise of
good times, whether it be with family or
friends, numerous in number or just a few,
overseas or just along the coast, with the
surf going off its chops or next to non-
existent where you have to grovel to slide
along a minute face. It's always special
no matter what the circumstance. There

is almost something magical about it,
particularly how surf trips seem to soothe
our souls and reinvigorate us.

The surf trip is often where we find time to

reflect on our lives, what we have achieved,

what we have lost and what opportunities
the future holds. It's here we develop ideas
and forge plans, the next big chapter in our
lives. This very magazine was conceived
on a surf trip. Its distribution network

SOMETHING TO GET YOUR HEART PUMPING...

Great coffee, roasted daily. Volcom Lane, Raglan NZ WWWW.RAGLANROAST.C0.NZ

developed on another. Indeed many
businesses within the surf industry owe
their very existence to the surf trip.

And so it is with this edition, we celebrate
the surf trip through the eyes of our many
readers and contributors — your tales, your
experiences, your surf trips. Enjoy.

Lheers!
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DETAILS. CREDITS & STUFF

Grab SMORGASBOARDER FREE at quality surf stores, shapers and
cool cafés on the coast of Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria,
South Australia, Tasmania, Western Australia and New Zealand... Be
nice and buy something while you're there. Or read it online.

SUBSCRIB FOR MAGAZINE
HOME DELIVERY

If you can't get to a store or other venue to pick the mag up in person,

you can also choose to have SMIORGASBOARDER delivered to your

door. See www.smorgashoarder.com.au. A few back issues are
also available for $5 a piece, plus t-shirts & more!

EZED 4US & NZ - 1YEAR - SIX EDITIONS.

THE COVER SHOT

Troy Smith is a true Smorgasboarder - a mad keen surfer,
home board builder and addicted wave-chasing world
traveller. World Surfaris surf guide and photographer
Richard Kotch nailed some great snaps of Troy on his recent
overseas jaunt, including the one that graces the cover.

For more, see the story on page 14

SMORGASBOARDERS ~ :  CONTRIBUTING..
ADVERTISING/EDITORIAL: : This is YOUR mag. It's here for
Dave Swan ¢ you to tell your stories, show

dave@smorgasboardercomau  +  your pictures and share your
0401 345 201 . thoughts - and score some free
stuff on the way too, to boot.

NEW ZEAI.'AND: f E: editorial@smorgasboarder.com.au

Jiff Morris t P:POBox501, Mofat Beach QLD 4551

jeff@smorgashoarder.co.nz H

0220943 913 + There's only a few of us here,
Voso please be patient when you

DESIGN/EDITORIAL: get in touch - we'll try our best

Mark Chapman to get back to you as soon as

humanly possible. Get in touch
to discuss any ideas you'd like
to be considered for a future
edition or online.

mark@smorgashoarder.com.au

SOUTH AUSTRALIA:

James Ellis
james@smorgasboarder.com.au
0410175 552

ACCOUNTS:
Louise Gough
louise@smorgasboarder.com.au

GEAR TESTS & REVIEWS:

BES'I' NUN-I]AII.Y
Gus Brown BLICATION

gus@smorgasboarder.com.au Qu EENSLAND MULTIMEDIA

AWARDS 2013

WWW.SMORGASBOARDER.COM.AU

Smorgashoarder is published by Huge C Media Pty Ltd ABN 30944673055. All
information is correct at time of going to press. The publishers cannot accept
responsibility for errors in articles or advertisements, or unsolicited manuscripts,
photographs or illustrations. The opinions and words of the authors do not
necessarily represent those of the publisher. All rights reserved. Reproduction in
part or whole is strictly prohibited without prior permission.
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join the tribe: surfing-tribe.com
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AKA: THE NEWS... COMMUNITY WHAT'S HAPPENINGS & OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS

n @ u smorgasboarder

81 letters@smorgasboarder.com.au

SAME WAVELENGTH

The good folks at World Surfaris are in agreement with us, New Zealand
has immense appeal from both a surfing and snowboarding perspective.

With this in mind they have teamed up with New Zealand Surf
Adventures and put together some great Surf & Snow packages.

For more info email info@worldsurfaris.com or go to www.worldsurfaris.
com/blog/surf-and-snowboard-nz-2

UNDERGROUND
MOVEMENT

While going to print Underground
Surfwere in the midst of moving
from their home on Noosa Hill to
their new digs at the northern end
of Hastings Street.

With quality customers like this
bloke to the right, we are sure the
new store will be a huge success.

www.undergroundsurf.com.au

SHOPPING
AROUND

And speaking of moving,
Coolum’s best little grocery
store and newsagent The Shop
has moved a couple of doors to
the left. Stop in and grab your
Smorgasboarder and a coffee.

For more of the happenings, see
facebook.com/theshopcoolum



LISTEN UP IN THE WET

Also as we were going to print, Rob Cribb of Watershack, an Australian
distribution company dedicated to all things to do with action
watersports announced they had secured the Australian and New
Zealand distribution rights for ECOXGear Speakers. So why is this
such big news? When you see and indeed hear these speakers they will
absolutely blow your mind!

Where do we start? Well basically if you like listening to music and
happen to go to the beach or snow or perhaps paddleboarding, boating,
skating and even mountain bike riding, you are going to immediately
want these speakers, without a doubt. You can basically take them
anywhere, without a care.

So what's so special? Well they are:
e Completely waterproof and snow, surf, sand and dirt proof
e Completely submersible and even float!

e  Bluetooth-enabled so you can operate them with your phone or
on the speaker itself, meaning you can even answer and control
phone calls

e Auxin for connection to TV's, laptops and more
e USB chargeable

e Come with optional suction cap mounts for your SUP or handle bar
mounts for jetskis and bikes

e Playtime from 7-12+ hours
e High quality volume and sound

e Some even have LED Lights
and phone or laptop charging
capabilities

e Aweight range from 0.2 to 1.6kg
means they're incredibly light

e Start from RRP $89 through to $229

All we can say is, “Yes, yes, yes. We can't wait to test one.” The surf
shops in the groove will already have these babies in-store by the time
you are finished reading this.

To see them in action go to vimeo.com/69800196 and vimeo.
com/62292197 and visit www.watershack.com.au for more info.

GOT
STUNG"

DON'T JUST
WISH IT AWAY...

4 X-STING-WISH® IT
ony $12.00

Just two of the great products for surfers available at:

WWW.SEEYOUOUTTHERE.COM.AU
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LEFT: Homemade boards from Troy Smith's quiver.
RIGHT: Making them work in the Mentawais. Photo: Richard Kotch
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It's one thing to love your surfing and surf travel. It's another to try your hand at shaping your own boards.
It's a completely different thing however to travel the world with your own homemade quiver!
Passionfruit farmer Tray Smith — permanently more stoked than most kids catching their first wave — has done just that.
He shares his experiences, from bungling through his first board, to putting them through their paces in the Mentawais.

WORDS: TRQY SMITH | PHOTOS: RICHARD KOTCH & TRQY SMITH

THE DAY DAWNS

warm and still, the air hazy
from the ever-present small
fires on the islands. The sweet
smell of clove cigarettes wafts
pastfrom the Indonesian crew.
| am sitting on the top deck of
the Moon Palikir, preparing
my surfboards and watching
a new and exciting land slide
by, heading to a wave that
makes it onto every Top 10 list
I've ever seen, with overhead
swell and light winds forecast.

| started learning to surf in 2006,
after moving to the Sunny Coast
from North West NSW to become
a passionfruit farmer. | grew up
farming on the black soil plains
of Mungindi, on the edge of the
outback. My childhood hobbies
were all water based, from
water skiing and windsurfing on
our large farm dams, to fishing
in the local rivers and in Hervey
Bay on our annual visit to see my
grandparents.

When | thought of the ocean as
a kid, it was the calm waters of
Hervey Bay that sprang to mind.
Occasionally we would get a
solid Northerly blow that would
whip up waves big enough for
a skinny bush kid to get a small
body surf, which was unreal.

These days | really enjoy the
surf on the Sunshine Coast, and
it gets plenty big enough for me,
but with all the talk you hear
of how gutless it is compared
to these mythical places like

Indonesia and HaWw

few butterflies in my-stomach:
wasn't my first overseas surf trip,
having put a few trips in to PNG
and the Maldives since meeting
Shaun Levings - founder of World
Surfaris -in 2010, but in my head
this was the big league: a place
| had learned to fear... And here
| was, approaching Macaronis
on a Mentawais boat trip with a
decent swell running. To add to
my nerves, the only boards | had
brought | had shaped for myself
earlier in the year.
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The shaping seed was sown
for me spending one morning
with Bob McTavish, getting a
single fin mid-length custom
made. As Bob explained the
steps, the use of the tools, and
the different design features,
| began to get a sense the
shaping process was for me.
Fear of failure kept me from
seriously thinking about it
though, until October 2013.
Meeting Nick Bawden in the
Maldives got me over the line
when he told me it's just such
a thrill riding a board that you
have made, even if it's not
technically perfect. That night
- with perhaps a little bottled
optimism - | resolved to make
a board for myself.

Upon returning home | set about
re-reading Simon Anderson’s
Thrust, sat up late into the
night looking at every shaper’s
web site | could find, and pored
over the board section in the
back of my Smorgasboarder
collection. Slowly a design
started to form in my head. |
built a set of shaping stands
from scrap metal | had and
bolted them down in an unused
corner of the farm shed. |
then carefully measured my
collection of six shortboards -
rocker at nose and tail, and the
width 12" from each end. Next
| made cardboard templates
from the nose and tail of boards
that | liked. Once complete it
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was time to get supplies so |
headed for Burford Blanks in
Currumbin.

Darren and Mal (Burford) were
so patient with me, explaining
every part of the process,
particularly  glassing  and
supplying me with the good
gear. It was pretty funny really,
with the conversation going
something like: “Do you want
wax in styrene monomer for
the hot coat?” and | would say
“Ummmmm, should 17 They
would say “Yep, this much will
do for a couple of boards, put
20ml in a litre of resin.” To which
I would reply “Okay... What's a
hot coat?.” It makes me laugh
now but they didn't treat me like
an idiot. Thanks guys.

WHAT TO SHAPE

| learned to surf on a longboard
and only got onto shortboards
a few years ago. | struggled
with  shortboards for vyears,
trying all sorts of performance
shortboards ~ and  hybrids.
The closest | came to what
| was looking for was a 72
Simon - a step-up board.
| reckoned it was about the
right volume, just a bit limited
for performance because of
how “gunny” it was.

The smallest board | tried
was a full blown performance
shortboard, 66" long and
33.61. | did get the best wave

of my Sunny Coast career
on it, threading three-barrel
sections on a beautiful day at
the Coolum bays, but in general
| was disappointed more often
than not after a surf. It just
didn’t suit my aims in the water.

Board selection is an interesting
exercise in psychology: | find
my ego wants to go smaller, my
memory forgets the trajectory
my age and weight are on,
my brain thinks | am not so
different to the pro surfers,
and the optimist in me plots an
ever increasing skill set. The
two big things to consider are
shape and size. For size, | had
to be uncomfortably honest
with myself. | am not a natural
athlete, and | am reminded of
the difference between myself
and career surfers of the world
when | occasionally share the
local line-up with blokes like
Mark Visser, Julian Wilson and
surf guide Andy Schwartz. They
move through the water like
tuna. This, combined with their
far superior wave sense, means
they don't need much board
under them. As a result, they're
free to do all sorts of amazing
things when up and riding.

[ don't aim to do so much with a
wave - just catch plenty, weave
around, get a few barrels when
on offer. I'm 40 years old, 62"
tall and 85kg. My age is not
an issue as | am younger than
Kelly, and there are plenty of
surfers bigger than me on littler
boards, but | guess it really
comes down to your level of
athleticism and your aims. For
me, this all means | want a lot
of foam, and | am happy with
the restrictions that puts on
performance surfing.

For working out board shape
| decided to concentrate on
the three main weaknesses
of my style. They are: paddle
power;, a wide, front-foot-
heavy stance; and creating
speed on the wave. For
paddling | wanted lowish nose
rocker, plenty of width under
my chest and heaps of foam.
For my wide stance | wanted

it to be pretty long, with the
wide point forward of centre
and a tail that makes it easier
to turn from further forward
on the board. Thus | wanted
vee-double concave out the
tail for going rail to rail easier,
and substantial tail rocker to
shorten the turning arc. | also
wanted to try moving the fin
cluster forward half an inch to
loosen things up a bit. To create
effortless speed | wanted a
decent single concave up front
and quad fins from what | could
find in my research.

My first board was to be a
big blokes shortboard for
medium to good waves, to surf
good beachies and points at
home, and to be the smaller
of two travel boards. | came
reasonably close, but not quite
long enough in hindsight. There
seems to be a bit of a chest-
beating contest about how
short a board you can ride.
Even though the main factors
determining volume are plan
shape and thickness, length is
most commonly talked about.
The dimensions | settled on
were 6'4” by 20 15" by 2 %"
| called it the Big Bear.

| ENJOYED
DESIGNING
THE BOARD
SO MUCH AND
FOUND IT
FASCINATING
HOW YOU
COULD COME
UP WITH A
UNIQUE PLAN
SHAPE BY
COMBINING
PARTS

OF MANY
DIFFERENT
TEMPLATES.

| started by marking the blank
13 %" wide afoot from the nose,
20 2" at the wide point which
was 2" forward of centre, and



14 %" wide a foot from the tail.
There is an art to linking those
points in a continuous curve,
and | loved the challenge. After
sawing around the outline and
tidying it up with a sanding
block, | was ready to rip into
the planing.

The whole shaping process
went quite well and | was
super happy with my rocker and
bottom contours. A common
piece of advice | had read for
first time shapers is to do less
rather than more if you are in
doubt. | didn’t want to make the
whole board too fine so | ended
up with a pretty thick nose and
fairly chunky rails but I was
stoked with the tail end.

To fit the fins | measured the
fin positions of all my other
boards and found the thruster
pattern, then moved the cluster
¥" forward to accommodate my
front foot stance. To work out
how to position modern quads |
printed a picture of Kelly's 2014
Quiky Pro boards and measured
them relative to the other three
fins. | made a rough router jig
in the workshop and fitted my
futures fin boxes and leash plug.

Things  were  progressing
smoothly and | was starting to
think | was killing it. | couldn’t
wait to get glassing. | spent
a lot of time on YouTube, and
Hawaiian Fibreglass became
my instructor.

The glassing process brought
me back to Earth with a thud. |
must have made every mistake
you could make. My resin mix
went off way quicker than |

expected and caught me out
before | had lapped the rails.
With what | now know, | could
have saved it quite well by
mixing some more resin up as
the pot sets way quicker than
the thin layer on the board.
Nonetheless, after grinding out
and repairing all my mistakes,
the board looked more like a
ding repair than a new shooter
and | was seriously questioning
the whole endeavour. |
eventually finished the glassing
and sanding and with that
complete, | bought a pair of
quad trailers, made a small keel
fin for the fifth box from an old
fin | had. | was ready to wet it.

Finally it was time for a test
run, the moment of truth. | was
quite anxious. | knew if it was a
dog, | would take it pretty hard.
| had some time on a Tuesday
afternoon so | made my way to
Alex (Alexandra Headland).

Conditions were pretty poor,
about 10 knots of onshore wind
with  waist-high  crumblers.
Normally | would have taken
my single fin or a longboard.
No-one else could be bothered
with it, but | was desperate to
know... Later on, | wrote in my
journal “My initial sense was
very good and | had quite a fun
surf. Very happy with paddling
and manoeuvrability, but not
the best test.”

Two days later we got a nice
point swell and | got to test it
in some head-high to slightly
overhead, walled-up waves. |
had to push a bit harder through
my bottom turn but quickly got
used to that. "My first cutback

Troy's board building setup, and

below, the crowning glory - a
quiver of various breeds of bear.
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blew my mind! It was insane how |
could smash it around.”

From that moment | was hooked. After
a few more tests in beach breaks, it
was going pretty well, but | found | was
struggling a bit in more sucky take-offs.
I knew | had achieved what | wanted in
the tail, and | was overall quite happy
for a first effort, but knew | hadn't
created that elusive “magic board” you
hear and read about.

Following on from my first attempt, |
made a shortboard for each of my two
sons and a big log for me, honing my
skills each time. The next project was
to be a step-up board for me, for really
good, solid conditions at home and
overseas.

| called in to see what Burfords had in
the way of blanks. Darren looked a bit
worried when | told him the dimensions
of the board | wanted to make. He
grabbed a blank that was supposed to
be in a container on its way to Hawaii,
but couldn't fit. It was a little finer than
I was hoping for, and very rockered, but
at the time it was my only real option.

| got a chance to thank Darren the
other day as this board has become my
first ever magic board. What | ended
up with was a 610 x 20 4" by 2 %".
| called it the Grizzly as it's for big,
hairy, ugly buggers like me!

This board really matches my stance
well, handles the suckier conditions
my first board struggled in, but with
that board’s magic tail shape, it has
great turning ability for such a long
board. | only rode it six or eight times
before Indo but | thought it showed it

could be my “go to” board over there
when conditions stepped it up a bit.
| wanted to take three boards to
Indonesia, and take the opportunity to
really accelerate my learning by testing
different boards in good waves, so |
made another board - a shorter, fatter
one just before the trip. It's 6'3 x 20 4"
x 2 %" called the Bintang Bear.

THETRIP

We picked up the mooring at Macaronis
at 7.45am, 6th November 2014. It was
a perfect three foot and we got straight
out there. | decided to take the 6'3"
Bintang Bear out first. | got some really
fun waves, and spent some good time
in barrels but didn't quite make it out of
any proper ones. | blew plenty of take-
offs, feeling a little under-gunned on
the sets that were certainly overhead.

| decided to grab a quick brekky and
get back out there on the 6'10" Grizzly.
| really appreciated the extra length
and got lots of good waves. | was
very happy with the board. Over the
next few days we loitered around the
Southern end of the Ments, spending
plenty of time at Maccas, also scoring
really good Greenbush, and one of
my favourite surfs of the trip on my
forehand at the super fun right-hander
Roxy's. This was an early morning
super session. It had a bit of morning
sickness but | was keen to try it on the
6'3". Only four of us went out and had
a really good hour before a storm blew
through and shut us down. My board
felt great in the peaky little right, which
was about head high. This was the best
surf for me on the Bintang Bear.

With the weather no good for surfing
we decided to make a lumpy passage
for the central region and it's gems of
Lance’s Left and HT's. We arrived at
the Lefts to see the swell had built to
the biggest of the trip. | went out on
my 610" with the few people who
wanted to try it on at that size. It was
a thing of beauty to see this reef firing,
and it was right at the top end of my
experience. | was quite nervous and sat
wide watching for a while.

Levo (Shaun of World Surfaris) got
stuck into it, with a smile from ear to
ear. Another surfer with us, big Mick
Pinney charged it that arvo, and | saw
him take one of the heaviest wipeouts
I've ever witnessed. He dropped into
a good six-footer, not quite getting
his feet right. He wobbled on the
bottom turn but pulled up deep into a
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throaty barrel. His balance still
wasn't quite right and he went
over the front of the board. Mick
did the full cartwheel inside the
barrel before being sucked over
the falls. He didn't get a scratch
though. In fact, the only skin he
lost for the whole trip was when
he kicked his shin on the nose
of a SUP that was stored on the
top deck! Mick is a competitive
long boarder from Vicco but only
travels with short boards, and a
great surfer (Small world — See
Smorgasboarder issue 8, Nov
2011, for an interview with Mick).

He gave me some valuable
feedback on my boards, and had
a ride one small afternoon on my
6'3", which was fun to see. Mick
said he shaped some boards for
himself years ago, and warned
me to be careful not to harm
my progression in the water by
single mindedly sticking to self-
shaped craft, which | have taken
on board.

| didn't quite get my head together
that afternoon, | eventually took a
mid-sized wave but blew it and
lost my board. It turned out | had
a faulty leash with bad velcro on
the ankle cuff that kept coming
undone. Shaun kindly retrieved
my board from down the reef but
| was pretty rattled so contented
myself with just watching the
show. | was glad to see a proper
swell in Indo, with sets touching
on eight foot.

The next morning it had dropped
enough for me to get into it and
| had a blast playing on the long
fast walls of Lance’s Left. It was
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still a challenging size for me but
| really enjoyed myself, having
one of the most fun surfs of my
life. We scored HT's really nice
that afternoon and more Lefts the
next day, before heading to the
Playgrounds region in the north
for the smaller swell of the trip.

On arrival, we got glassy Nipussi,
still well overhead for a very
memorable couple of hours,
before a bit of a party night with
great music, cold Bintang and a
seemingly endless BBQ cook up.

The next day we got fun Burger
World - shoulder to head high,
mellow crew and smiles all
around. | took the chance to have
a play on my green 6'4", the Big
Bear. It went well for me, but
the conditions suited more of a
grovel board. | would have loved
my single fin or a performance
mal for the smaller stuff.

After a few days in the
Playgrounds we worked our way
back to Macaroni's to drop off
Richard and Amy Kotch, had a last
surf there and began the passage
back to Padang in the afternoon.
Not far North of Macaronis we
checked a wave called Batcaves.
We weren't really expecting it to
be working but it was the most
stunning thing we saw all trip,
from a picture perfect, small
palm fringed island, to amazing
cave formations in the rocks and
cliffs. It was an amazing end to
our Mentawai Islands trip, and
a little teaser for what we might
just score next time.

Late season Mentawais certainly
turneditonforus.lama confirmed

crowd dodger and we had no
real crowding issues to speak
of. The two busiest waves were
Macaronis and HT's but that is
to be expected, and they weren't
bad compared to the points at
home. It is a great feature of the
Ments that you could have an
amazing trip without even visiting
the most popular waves, such is
the variety and number of great
set-ups. November really suits
my farm program most years, and
is also when the waves at home
are often pretty average, so | am
already talking to World Surfaris
planning my next mission.

BACK HOME

Surf travel is certainly a nice treat
but | really do enjoy surfing the
Sunshine Coast. | still manage to
have a lot of fun surfs in pretty
average conditions. | find it a bit
of a mind game though. You are
going to be often disappointed if
you want waves like Indonesia
every time you surf, but if your
choice of board matches the
conditions and your intentions,
then real magic can happen.
[t could be knee high winter
beachies on a log, unruly cross
shore points in a cyclone swell on
your step-up, or messy beachies
on a fun board after a morning of
work where you stick a nice late
backhand drop or a neat closeout
re-entry. Those surfs are really
your bread and butter and have to
keep your stoke tank full between
trips. | have a Sunny coast fun
board on the stands right now for
just that purpose, 6'6 x 22 %" x
2 %", but that's another story. ..

Since returning | am using the
610" Grizzly as my normal short
board and just loving it. | will
grovel on my new fun board or
my log. | am planning a step-up
Grizzly, probably 7'3" for a re-
match with solid Lance’s Left or
the best days at home.

| am really enjoying my shaping
journey, it has  certainly
accelerated my learning and
increased the depth of my
enjoyment of surfing. | don't plan
any commercial future for me
in the industry, other than ding
repairs for beer, steak or other
barter items.

After | have finished my next two
boards | plan to go to some of
the masters of the art over the
next few years and see what
they can create for me with
different materials. First call will
be Mitchell Rae from Outer Island
Surfboards for a full-blown Zen
Blade Flextail. | really can't wait
to see what his boards can do
for my enjoyment of surfing. This
process has really increased my
respect and admiration for the
core board makers of the industry,
and shown me how committed
they are to their art. | am sure
many of them are working for
less money than an apprentice
plumber, and | want to support
them into the future.

Good surfboards are so amazingly
cheap in comparison to any other
hobby so check the back of your
Smorgasboarder, choose one of
the shapers you click with and go
see them for a chat. @



YOU WILL BE
AMAZED!
WETTIES, AND ALL THE LATEST GADGETS

SURFWARE

2 Bulcock Street, Caloundra QLD | Telephone (07) 5491 3620

CLEARA
SALE NOW. oui

::';30 %

OFF

AUSTRALIA

OUR CONSISTENCY
IS THE BEST IN
THE WORLD

BLANKS: A multitude of different
lengths, rockers and weights

STRINGERS: An extensive
variety of timbers of varying widths

SHAPING TOOLS: Al you
need to make a board from scratch

5 STEWART ROAD, CURRUMBIN QLD
JALL US ON (07) 5534 3777
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TUNGUHHY is the northern gateway to the Great Lakes. Bounded by the
Wallamba River, Wallis Lake and the Tasman Sea, it's a great little coastal town
around 3.5 hours north of Sydney that boasts great surf and fishing. In fact, the
name ‘Tuncurry” actually means plenty fish in the local indigenous language. Its
twin town, Forster, lies just across the bridge on the southern side of Wallis Lake.

THE SURF

The north wall at the mouth to
Wallis Lake (right in front of the
park) works in all tides but in big
NE swells delivers really nice
long rides over a sandy bottom.
Along Nine Mile Beach there
are also plenty of A-Frames
delivering endless lefts and
rights. Just across Wallis Lake
lies Forster with a heap more
options extending all the way
down to Boomerang and Bluey's
Beach, Seal Rocks and Treachery
just under 50km away.

SMORGASBOARDER | TRAVEL 2015

FISHING

You can satisfy any fishing dream
you have with beach, estuary,
river and deep sea fishing all
right in front of you. If you don't
catch fish here you probably
won't catch any anywhere.

The 99 sq km Wallis Lake with
an average depth of just bft is
Flathead heaven.

WHAT ELSE?

Apart from exploring the regions
waterways there are plenty of
coastal walks and if you are
still looking for things to do

we suggest indulging in a few
local oysters, which are just
sensational washed down with
a hit of amber nectar, which you
could do after letting the kids
exhaust themselves in the calm,
protected waters at the nearby
Rockpool area.

NORTH COAST
HOLIDAY PARKS
TUNCGURRY BEACH

A check of Trip Advisorand you
will see this park has received
rave reviews due to its facilities,
cleanliness and proximity to the
beach, Rockpools, shops and
restaurants. There are numerous
sites for tents, campervans and
a range of cabins sleeping up

to six people. There are even
dog-friendly sites within the
park backing onto bushland with
direct access to the off-leash,
dog-friendly beach. There's even
a dog bath area as well! If that's
not enough, the park also has

a tennis court, large children’s
playground and BBQ areas.

northcoastholidayparks.com.au

".PLENTY OF
A-FRAMES

DELIVERING ENDLESS
LEFTS AND RIGHTS.
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A TALE OF EASY WAVES IN BALI.

WORDS: ALYX BURGES | PHOTOS: BROWN SUGAR SURF CAMP

A hazy cloud of salt mist
hangs over the glassy water.
No hint of wind leaves the
swell rising and falling like
freshly thrown sheets over a
lover's bed. A strong diesel
note hangs heavy in the air
around me, playing havoc
with an empty stomach.
This early in the morning

| can hear brakes straining
under impatient feet as
truck drivers move their
wares from coast to coast.
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A FAT CRUMBLING FACE
ALLOWS PLENTY OF TIME TO
SCRAMBLE TO YOUR FEET,

SLIP, FACEPLANT YOUR BOARD,
AND THEN HAVE ANOTHER
CRACK ATIT.

Pulling my rash vest on and smearing thick, pasty
zinc over exposed areas of my body, | carry my
board across warm, black sand dodging a foray
of rubbish and sharp rocks. | count fifteen or so
surfers already taking advantage of the early
morning conditions - clean, four foot faces.

An hour and a half from Bali’s capital, halfway to
the port that receives goods from Java that are
destined for the hands of Westerners, I've come
to Medewi (Meh-dare-wee) on the promise of
easy waves. Tucked in behind a vast rice paddy
and fronting a beach lined with deep grey sand
is Brown Sugar, a surf camp designed for those a
little less hard core. The brainchild of a German
born lover of all things surf and skate, Brown
Sugar appeals to those that prefer a relaxed
surfing experience.

Though smaller in reputation compared to its
renowned Bukit Peninsula cousin, Medewi is
famed for its 400m lefthand point break. Holding
anything up to ten foot the Medewi point break,
though over reef, can deliver a neat ride for those
that need a little more time to make the magic
happen. A fat crumbling face allows plenty of
time to scramble to your feet, slip, faceplant your
board, and then have another crack at it.

If you are a dedicated right footer then there

are other breaks in Medewi to satisfy. East of
the point is Right Handers, an entirely different
character to its famous neighbor and a little
more aggressive in nature. In peak conditions
Right Handers bares some resemblance to the
better known breaks of Bali. Padang Padang and
Dreamland, all tucked neatly down on the Bukit
Peninsula, induce the same sphincter-tightening
sensation after staring down a four foot drop. It is
quite the step up from the point and best tackled
on smaller days, you know, to build the nerves.
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If the thought of your impending death is a slight
deterrent then head West to Diva’s. Best on a
mid to rising high tide, Diva’s can produce two to
three foot pearlers off a sandy bottom. Though

it can hold much larger surf, Diva's on smaller
days can be a much needed ego boost for those
that are still not keen on reef breaks. Paddling
out is a non-event. Carried on the surface by

rips either side of the break you have time to
breathe and reflect whilst staring back at an
island overshadowed by green mountains, the
tips hidden in heavy clouds that threaten rain but
never deliver.

Medewi time is divided up into eating, sleeping
or surfing. Morning sessions are sustained by a
quick kopi susu (coffee with milk) thrown down
as boards are loaded onto the top of minivans
but followed by mountainous plates of mi-goreng
in a tangy, moorish sauce. Fruit is plentiful and
generally organic. A day cannot pass without
gorging on the soft flesh of paw paws so ripe
that the smell of their yellow green skin escapes
the kitchen and kisses your nose delicately, a
squeeze of lime juice to balance the sweetness.
All pleasure and no guilt.

The second session of the day comes after a
midday nap. Guilty at first for wasting precious
daylight hours you soon come to realise that
napping sustains your activity levels and is
much needed, said everyone with a cheer.
Refreshed and ready to redeem yourself after
a possible sluggish or hesitant first session the
surf guides blare out American rap music to
pump the crew up, everyone staring off into the
distance and daydreaming about nailing huge,
sluicing bottom turns as we rattle down dirt
roads past doe-eyed cows.

The surf guides, local boys of the area, are as
stoked as you are to be in the water. Their energy
is infectious and you find yourself taking off on
waves you normally would baulk at. They have
you covered on the shoreline too - someaone is
constantly taking pictures of you, and two days

a week you're videoed for technique analysis, a
fantastic tool for those looking to understand the
finer points of surfing.

SERHUEL 2015 |
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Salt-encrusted faces gather at the local warung
(cafe) which sits smack bang on the edge of the
water looking out over the point. The smell of
salt and zinc mingles with peanut sauce and
stale Bintang breath. Bloodshot eyes look out
over the water as crew tell tales of big drops and
close calls. As relaxed in the water as | am out,
my name now etched into the Balinese surfing
Hall of Fame, | take a slug of my Bintang and
dream of tomorrow's easy waves.®

Brown Sugar has a range of surf packages to
any level of surfing, from first timers to trips to
G-Land for the ultimate surf session.

Prices start from $514 per person per week
which includes transfers to and from the camp,
accommodation in a basic bungalow, continental
or Indonesian breakfast every morning, two surf
sessions a day (weather and swell permitting)
two video coaching sessions and a DVD of
photos of you surfing.

See www.surfen-ohne-en.de/ for more
information.



WWW.THESURFBOARDSTUDIO.COM.AU
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HOT SPOTS, HOT SHOTS

HOT SPOTS,
HOT SHOTS

Take note

The ultimate room with a view!

7 A AW Photo: courtesy of Island Holidays NZ
,a,me G{”?M To put yourself in the picture visit
//CVM fp/b... www.islandholidays.co.nzfor NZ

bookings or www.atolltravel.comin Oz.
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World
class
waves

Premium
resorts & poats

Chaaya Island Dhonveli
Maldives Leading Surf Resort
2012, 2013, 2014

MV Theia
Central Atolls Maldives

Kandui Villas
Upmarket Mentawais

Nemberala Beach Resort
Rote's finest. West Timor

Namotu Island
Fiji

Tavarua Island
Fiji

ol7 [ravel www.islandholidays.co.nz
A Phone: +64-9-831 0535

@ wWww. alolliravel. com

islandholidays info@atolltravel.com
Toll Free: 1800 622 310



HOT SPOTS, HOT SHOTS

HOT SPOTS,
HOT SHOTS

Indonesian surf perfection

Photo: Waterline Photography, courtesy of
Offshore Surfers Surf Charters.

If you can picture yourself in these shots,
book a trip with www.offshoresurfers.com
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www.offshoresurfers.com
E: info@offshoresurfers.com P: Troy on 0407 450 759 or Dave on +61 418 882 381

www.facebook.com/offshoresurfers



Before | began my venture, which
took me to the tropics of Central
America, the deep blue of the Pacific
and the crazy unknown delights of
Asia, | called myself a surfer albeit
a very selfish and sheltered one.
My home was the vast array of
waves on the south east coast of
Australia and the historic surf site
of Torquay/ Bells Beach, | thought
that | had it all.

The once free spirited, adventurous,
all-inclusive, stylish artform of
surfing has been so cleverly packaged
into a sellable product that we
have cheap, machine-made boards
at our fingertips, and cutting edge
wetsuits and surf attire available
at every surf shop. Watching young
girls strut down to the shoreline
with everything hanging out was
common occurrence, as was drop-
ins, surf rage, conflicts between
riders of different surf crafts, and
parents getting banned from their
children’s contests. | did not once
stop to question what is now
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commonplace in our modern day
western surf society.

It was at my first destination -
Mision Mexico, a children’s refuge
set up in Southern Mexico that
shares its passion of the ocean with
the children. There | experienced
the full meaning of surf stoke,
watching young boys' and girls' lives
transform from abused and timid
children to enthusiastic, empowered
individuals as they submerged
themselves in the waves.

About the time that | arrived at
Mision Mexico, so did a young girl.

| almost couldn't look into her big
brown eyes as | saw so much pain
and despair welled up inside. In her
twelve short years she had been
subject to so much more than most
of us will experience in our lifetime.

| watched her inaugural venture to
the ocean, her little face in awe of
all those around her surfing, body
boarding and swimming. In that first
trip to the beach, she took a few
hesitant steps towards the water
and was content at that.

Over the coming weeks she would
progress one step further each time
until one day | looked up and she
was dragging a surfboard over to
me, ready for a lesson.

The waves were perfect little
peelers and as she stood up for
her first time, her face transformed
into a beaming smile, with a flush
in her cheeks and light in her eyes.
Language was not even a barrier.

- ethnicity, religion, age,

language, gender, and class... The
list could go on. | discovered this
when | found myself on the west
coast of India, walking amongst
palm trees and vibrantly coloured
houses en route to The Shaka Club.

Talking to Tushar - one of the co-
founders of the surfing club and an
extremely charismatic and driven
individual - his love and passion
for sharing surfing is obvious.

Within the small fishing village
he calls home there is a diverse
collection of people, he explained.
Hindus, Muslims and Christians live
amongst each other, as do people
of different levels of the caste
system. This can at times bring
strain on the community but since
Tushar and his girlfriend Ishita (the
first female surfer of India) bought
surfing to the village, people that
wouldn't usually acknowledge each
other are now out surfing, skating
and enjoying each other’s company.



|
WORDS & PHOTOS:
SAM SUENDERMANN

“The moment | escaped the real world,
journeyed to unchartered waters, made
friends with salt encrusted surf enthusiasts
and rode dinged-up foamies and third,
fourth, even fifth hand surfboards was the
point in time | truly discovered surfing. “

Sam Suendermann shares a tale of not
only travel, but self-discovery and a shining
insight into the most positive side of surfing.
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Tushar's simple explanation of why
he and Ishita are encouraging local
Indians to get involved in the sport
is just because

India has a big problem with
drowning and environmental
degradation as well as an array
of social issues that stem from a
vastly diverse and highly populated
country. Surfers at The Shaka Club
must know how to swim before
they are given surf lessons and
members regularly pace the white
sandy beaches garbage bag in hand
to pick up and safely dispose of the
rubbish washed along the shoreline.

As pioneers of surfing in India,
Tushar and Ishita are inspiring role
models who maintain a good name
for surfing within the community.
They can see how the past negative
stereotype and image of 'the surfer’
in western society still harms
present day perception of surfing so
they are creating their own positive
surf culture. With exciting plans in
the works The Shaka Clubis working
hard to use surfing as a platform to
unleash the untapped potential of
village children and the men and
women of India.

| pause here to think about the
positive changes that surfing can
bring about, and my mind is taken
back in time to when | spent a good
portion of last year in the Pacific.
It was when | walking along the
white sandy shoreline, through little
coastal villages that | realised just
how self-centred we could be - how
surfing could make us. For surfing
can be a selfish sport. We are on the
constant hunt to catch that perfect
wave, to jostle a fellow paddler out
of position, to compete amongst a
throng of people for what is most
often a one-foot close out.

If you were to imagine a perfect
peeling wall coming straight
towards you, would you turn and
take it, or sit there and leave it
for the fellow sitting beside you?
Truthful answers, please!

Whilst | lived in the Pacific | began
to notice that material possessions,
time and money did not matter.
There was no such concept as me,
myself and |. What mattered was
being warm and caring, sharing
what little you owned and being
true to yourselves, others and your
feelings.

There were some stand-out surfs in
the Pacific but the most memorable
was a day spent at one beach break
in Fiji. It was a magical morning with
clear sunny skies, sparkling blue
water and little waves reeling off
the sand bank.

| was paddling back out after a
long ride to the shore when all of a
sudden the quiet surf | was having
alone was taken over by a group of
young boys and girls from the local
village. Instant crowds are not
always so favourable, but this one
in particular made it unforgettable.

Youth always seem to have an
abundance of energy and a zest for

The crystal blue waters of Fiji are perfect for beginner
surfers, such as Tyler (pictured) to learn on.
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A low viscosity, low colour and UV stable clear
liquid epoxy resin system
Performance grade eco resin

Reduced environmental impact

Safe and pleasant to use — low odour, low VOC's

~

Available in Australia from

info@surfinggreen.com.au
. 0412042 811
surfinggreen.com.au
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These groms are masters at riding snapped boards and

life and these kids were no different
using snapped, finless and dinged
boards to glide on the waves.

In an act | am certain my previous
self would not have performed, |
volunteered my fluorescent pink
board to be used by the four girls
taking turns on their battered and
waterlogged foamie. | found myself
happier towing them around, and
pushing them into waves than |
would have been surfing myself. We
spent the rest of the day riding the
ocean’s swells until the sky turned
black and we were interrupted with
violent streaks of lightning.

So many days were spent sharing
my love of surfing with the
children of the Pacific; standing
in the polluted and muddy wave-
less waters of Fiji's capital Suva
pushing boards as hard as | could,
cheering for the rider to stand up
and glide into shore, moderating
between enthusiastic grommets
having to share the limited supply of
surfboards available and organising
learn-to-surf days.

waterlogged foam boards with only one side fin.

It's easy to get caught up in the
trivial pursuits, consumerism and
competitiveness of modern-day
surfing, to lose sight of the very
reason we took it up. [t wasn't until |
experienced surfing from a different
viewpoint that | re-discovered what
surfing was.

Whether is places like China where
| watched old men in their too-
tight bathers bob in the surf with
bright orange lifejackets, or the
small village of Pango in Vanuatu
where all the village children have
caught the stoke of wave-riding, it
was joining in with the young and
the old in these new surf cultures,
riding snapped-in-half longhoards
and waterlogged foamies with only
one side fin that | chanced upon the
true epitome of surfing. @
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As the end of another glorious|
ndonesian surfing season drew to g

ose, my friend Hayden Cervi and
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The towns were small but
plentiful, with kids lining the roads
each morning and afternoon as
they made their way to and from
school. The locals were extremely
friendly, always waving and
screaming “hello mister!” It really
blew me out just how friendly and
giving the locals were regardless
of how little they owned.

One afternoon Hayden and | had
made the one-hour trip up the coast
10 a break that we had heard of.
After having an all time session, we
found ourselves in the middle of a
late afternoon thunderstorm. We
jumped on our bike and set off for
home, with the rain teeming down
and our vision severely impaired,
we were yet to experience the
worst: our tyre popped.

In the middle of nowhere we were
stranded with a bike that had no
back tyre in a rapidly worsening
thunderstorm. After riding on with
a completely torn up tyre, we
made it to the next town where
some locals directed us to where
we could get our problem solved.

No longer than five minutes in the
shop and our new best friends

had our bike up and running with
a brand new tyre, ready to go.

The mechanic refused to take our
money at first but we were so
thankful we couldn't possibly leave
without paying him the total price
of $3.50. Incredibly friendly and
humble humans.

| would often be the only person
on the beaches when | was
photographing. Locals would
always come down and sit with
me, we would not speak much as
the language barrier was tough but
| knew they appreciated my smile
and company as much | did theirs.

Sumatra was an eye opening
experience for both Hayden and

I. We were lucky enough to
experience the lifestyle and culture
of traditional Indonesians whilst
surfing perfect, un-crowded waves
for hours on end. | will always
remember the people of Sumatra
and the places we visited. We
learnt some valuable life lessons
during our time in Indonesia.@
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It was never my intention to become a “Tour Guide’, and to be honest, that's
really not what's eventuated — it's just been crews of like-minded folks that are
keen to get out and enjoy life, to taste the different, to experience the foreign. ..
to do the same as | am doing!

As with most folks | end up playing with these days, we first meet when they
wander into our snow/surf store NZSHRED, in Queenstown, New Zealand, while
on one of their own little adventures. We start chatting, we play together — now
we're mates and catch up several times a year.

The rendezvous are always based around an activity, and
this time is no different... SNOWBOARDING!!
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Japan has become a staple for me, over the last few years - my powder-topia, a snow filled nirvana in the North.
There is always that attraction of travelling in your own off-season, and the ‘Land of the Rising Sun’ certainly offers
everything in that regard. The eclectic mix of randomness and uniformity, mixed up with humility and regimentation.

The wonderful world of Facebook allows an opportunity for Friends to live your activities and actions vicariously.
However, sometimes that's just not enough, sometimes that's merely the bait — they need to be part of it themselves.
Our great friends from Darwin and Perth (Tom, Heidi & Briony, and Steph, Stu, Chris & Cara) did just that. Having
previously snowboarded Hokkaido (North Island), | convinced them to hang, as ‘Team NZSHRED', in the upper Chubu
District of Honshu (South Island). It was there, that we lucked into some always epic Japan powder.

I've always been a nervous traveller. Not in the sense of paranoia that | would be hurt or get in trouble - my
nervousness relates to how | feel after the trip. The sitting back at home, not being happy, feeling like I'd missed
out. So, I've long subscribed to the concept of mixing up my trips with some new and fresh components, as well as a
safety aspect of something I've enjoyed before.

Breezing through Narita Airport and onto the Shinkansen from Tokyo, taking me northwest, to the city of Nagano, the

decision was made to first visit a slightly less commercial, more traditional snow area — Nozawa Onsen. A short trip in
an old two carriage diesel train, saw us climb up the valley to the smallish village in the Shimotakai District

of Nagano Prefecture — a township of some 5,000 people, known for the huge apples produced in the warmer months.
The village itself is a quaint mix of old traditional buildings in small, narrow streets, married with contemporary hotels,
convenience stores and cafes. The town is also known for the numerous natural public onsens (hot springs), appearing
sporadically throughout the backstreets. From the summit of Kenashi-yama Mountain, a massive ski area of some 730
acres and a vertical descent of 1,085m leads back down to the village. With over 70 years of snow history, the ski area
also boasts a single run of over 10,000m, while also having two gondolas and 18 other chairlifts.

After a brief 3 days stay in the village, where the accommodation was a nicely appointed modern hotel, with
traditional futon beds, bamboo floor mats and rice paper window shutters, | left for Nagano and boarded a
bus to the next base.

| chose to return to the well-known snow town of Hakuba. As with nearly anywhere you travel in the world, you
usually run into someone that you know, and this was no different. Being dropped off at the central Information
Centre, | was then picked up by our hotel Host and shuttled up to the accommodation in Wadano-no-mori. As

| walked into the foyer | immediately recognised Dan, a fellow snowboarder from Queenstown. On his millionth trip
to Japan, he had just a couple of days left in Hakuba, before heading to another smaller place to explore. | jumped
at the chance to ride with him at lwatake the next day — | had a day before the Aussie crew were arriving anyway.

I'd organised to meet the Aussie crew at “The Pub”, an icon in the Wadano district. Next day we saddled up, as

the weather started to turn, and chalked up an easy day on the slopes of Tsugaike Kogen. As the wind was set to
increase, we chose to stay close to the town and next went to Hakuba47. Snow was in the forecast, so the executive
decision was made to take full advantage of it and get over to Cortina - a 45 minute bus trip, but well worth the trip
for the tree-protected powder lines. And... We scored it. Day after day. | think we collected five or six Cortina days,
with one late bail back to Tsugaike, due to avalanche closures.

JAPAN HAS Be(oME A STAPLE FoR ME, oVER THE
LAST FEW YEARS... MY PoWwDER-ToPIA, A SNow
FiLLED NIRVANA IN THE NoKTH.
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Everyone in the extended group
was riding well, and the pile of gear
attributed to NZSHRED, at the foot
of the majestic Cortina ski area,
stood testament to each massively
enjoyable days riding. There's a
lavish buffet, which comes courtesy
of you purchasing your day pass, or
you can fully relax the weary bones
in the infamous “best positioned
Onsen in the World”. Either leads
to what must be close to anyone’s
most rounded snow day.

After 11 days riding and some truly
unforgettable powder, we jumped
the bus and then the train, back

to spend a day or so, seeing the
sights of old Narita town. On the
way, another visit to the legendary
snow monkeys was squeezed in.
It's a super easy excursion where
you can leave all your snow gear
in the security lockers of Nagano
Train Station, while you take a 40
minute bus ride followed by a 30
minute walk through the forest, to
where these comedic little primates
congregate.

That saw the end of the NZSHRED
Japan Tour, as the shop again
beckoned my presence and the
credit card needed a well-earned
break. The Aussie crew however
continued their assault, jumping

a plane to Hokkaido and hitting
the slopes of Niseko. Another two
weeks saw them filled with snow
stories and quality memories. @

THeY’LL BE BAKK
AGAIN NEXT YEAR,
JUST LIKE | WILL.

For more on Jase’s shop,
NZ Shred, check out :

WWW.NZSHRED.C0.NZ
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SURFING DOESN’T HAVE
TO BE HARD

rds from &

San.Pe'-'

Sizes from 6 foot soft surfboard to 10°3” soft SUP! Surf-school quality construction

FROM ONLY $225
WITH *FREE DELIVERY

ONLINE:
WWW.GERAGHTYSHAPES.COM

CALL DEAN OR LYNETTE ON 042 2442 044 OR 041 6442 042

* FREE DELIVERY for all orders of softboards up to 6ft, anywhere between
the Sunshine Coast and Sydney. Contact us for shipping costs elsewhere.

My owm kids love
tlen +oo.”
Dean 69,—.9L‘./.7

= Wwooden Surfboard
[ f) Workshops
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i ShapingiWorksheps

3 Day Building & Shaping Workshop - Over 3 days we teach you how to build
a wooden surfboard from scratch, starting with timber planks and internal frame
to create your board. The last day is spent shaping. After 3 days you take home
your Wooden Surfboard, complete with fins, fin box/plugs, leash plug and vent.

1 Day Shaping Workshop - In a 1 Day Shaping Workshop, we start with a pre
made wooden blank, then teach you how to shape and create the board, similar
to how a conventional surfboard is shaped. At the end of the day the board is fully
shaped, complete with fins, fin box/plugs, leash plug and vent.

Longboards, shortboards, retros and classics - made by you with a little help
from Tree to Sea Australia. Workshops are held in Mt. Eliza, Victoria, Australia.
See web site for dates. GiftVouchers available

Wooden Surfboard
Workshops

The goodness of wood. Plantation growm timber.
No fi ags. No foam. No resing. Just wood (and 51vo). AUSTRALIA
Kwping_ ow environmental ¢plah to a minimum. www.treetosea.com.au
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WORDS: TOM DEMPERS
& RILEY DE CAMPE.

Sometimes a great surf trip doesn’t have to be far from home. The
Salty Shoes crew recently went wave hunting on a classic Aussie
weekend surfing road trip. While they reckon they didn’t score too
many epic waves, they scored a pretty fun weekend with mates,
which is what the best memories are made of anyway.

Ironically, the weekend trip worked out exactly like the idea behind
Salty Shoes. .. "Not perfect but real.” Let's tag along. ..



I e

- not perfect but real -

= -




A mish-mash of people going on
a surf trip! This little collection of
people was the Salty Shoes crew,
for this weekend anyway. Main
thing on the agenda was getting
waves! And believe it or not, we
didn't really score. The whole “down
South” coast was at our disposal,
which consisted of the region some
might know as Margaret River. From
the go it was pretty clear that the
swell was not gaing to co-operate,
but we went anyway, in the hope of
finding something. It's just one of

@  SMORGASBOARDER | TRAVEL 2015

those things. We arrived at our first
surf place nice and early - a great
little sand bottom peak with rights
for life, and some lefts too. Peeling
little barrels, clear water. What more
could you want. Head dips? Yep, we
got a few of them. Also there was
no one else out, just us! After what
seemed like ages, the clouds came
and the wind started blowing, so
we hailed. Perfect surf for day one.
We set up camp at a little spot, had
some beers and laughs and presto -
the day was done! Success!



The next day went looking for
waves and found nothing. We
ended up hanging out on some
rocks for ages. It was such a nice
day, so all was good.

After that we had and headed up to
Yalls! Siiick! “Got to pick your way
down here pretty good, all that there
is reef! So you got to stay on these
bits here okay?” said a bloke out in
the water who we will name R-ley.

Cool, done. Made it through that bit,
missed some sucking up, dry-reef
boilers, back out the back and done.
Another one. The surf was a real fun
size and everybody was foaming at
the mouth on the waves. If we could
have somehow paddled out upside
down and seen ourselves from
under the water, it would have been
a cool sight. You would just see four

nice single fins cruising through the
lagoon, heading out the back.

Want an ice cream? Yep. After the
surf, we had some cool ice-cream,
watching others get waves at the
spot we were just surfing. A good
after-wave activity.

After all that you get quite thirsty, so
drinking water and other liquids was
a must. Evenings were a suitable
time for us to do this. Overlooking
the Indian Ocean as the sun goes
down was a pretty good spot!

TRAVEL 2015 | SMORGASBOARDER @)
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. And we were off. We went wave

riding again! We did some sick
surfing (in our eyes.. probably
and most likely wasn't though).
And that is that. A success. And
yep, we did score. Got ya. This
was just another surf trip that

we went on.

To be honest, when writing this |
~ little piece and thinking of all |
the cool things we could write, |

it came to us that you have
probably all experienced this
countless times and enjoy it
every bit as much as us.

So yeah, at the end of it all, it
just comes down to the basics:
a board under your feet, gliding
on a wave, with you and your
mates! We had fun and we hope
you guys do too. @

€ wwwsaltyshoes.com.au




ARS & CAMPERS

Mighty

0 « Fast, self-service check-in
2,3 & 4 berth campers
0 « 3 branches nationwide

« 24/7 roadside assistance

BEST RATE OF THE DAY”  Kichen tensis & euipment

1800670232
0800422267 ¢+

USE PROMO CODE: MIGHTYWIN

*10% discount off best rate of the day is available for NZ travel only.
Applies to Highball, Jackpot, Deuce, Doubledown & Doubleup only.
Travel: 15/04/2015 - 20/09/2015. Bookings: 01/03/2015 — 30/06/2015.




“CHEERS AND HAPPY SURFING”

team rider Maya
Simonovski
looks as relaxed
as can be.

(s: | TRAVEL 2015



710" X21 %" X2%

THE SHEWOLF

by Jesse Watson
“The She Wolf ‘
is based on the

involvement-era

boards from Australia in the

late sixties. Think Mctavish
1117 X24” X3~ Involvement through to Wayne

Lynch Evolution... That period
THE MAYA M“wls iri/ zarﬁn‘éovl\jalg great gutp .
EXPERIENCE because the boards changed

by Jesse Watson so quickly there wasn't
adequate time put into each
“A bigger board's design. | wanted to recreate
inertia and glide is amplified a board style that | loved in
incredibly over a standard the past and try to continue
longboard.Everything kinda its progression as if it never
moves in slow mation - like went out of fashion but just
standing on the back of a continued to progress.
x?daeltz.n.dA gﬁélt%?#eslt?i?gtggi “Rolled entry vee out the back

heavy Weight foam. tail and and a flex fin keep it critical.”

nose blocks and volan.”

BLACK APACHE SURFBOARDS
@blackapache Look us up...

P: 0410 419 791 E: blackapachesurfboards@live.com.au
www.blackapachesurfboards.com.au

FROM

LONGBOARDS...

SHORTBOARDS

AND EVERYTHING IN-BETWEEN

HAND SHAPED

AND RIDDEN BY GRAHAM CARSE, SINCE 1989

QUARRY
BEACH

SURFBOARDS

75 David Street,

Caversham, Dunedin

PH: +64 3 455 7414
quarrybeachsurfboards@hotmail.com



- BOARDS

HA

GEAR

60" Xx203%4"X 14” X 14” X 2%”

PERFORMANCE

by Jordie
Brown
With a bit of

everything, this is an
extremely versatile stick for
the surfer after an alternative
to a standard thruster short-
board in progressive waves.

This design’s got meat where
you need it and it’s refined
where you need it, so it
paddles great, yet surfs!

With a light 60z/40z trimmed
lap glass-job, tint and a full
gloss coat, wet rubbed finish
and 2+1 box and FCS, this is the
perfect board for drawing nice

6'4” x19%" x12%2" X 133%” X 2%”
‘908 STYLE
THRUSTER

by Jordie Brown

This board is based

on ‘90s-style thrusters with
low rocker and plenty of
volume. A great alternative to
your standard thruster short-
board in progressive waves

and anything with a bit of juice.

Light 60z/40z trimmed lap
glass-job, full gloss coat

and wet rubbed finish with
handmade glass on thrusters.

|ines onan C|ean open face[ Th|S iS one Of the most eXCiting
sticks in my quiver when the
waves are on!
HIGH TIDE SURFBOARDS

Skenes Creek, VIC 3233

Ph: 0401 437 392 E: hightidesurfboards@hatmail.com

www.hightidesurfboards.com

519" - 611 0!!

DAGGER

by Luke MeKill

The Dagger should be ridden
one to two inches shorter than
your standard board.

A low entry rocker and low tail
rocker combines with a fuller
outline to allow the Dagger to
glide over those full sections.

The bottom has a mild single
concave with a slight double
concave in the tail for lift and
acceleration. The combination
of rocker and concave makes
this board fast and loose.

519" = 611 0!!

THE C4

by Luke MeKill

Designed for high performance
surfing in all-round conditions.

The rocker starts with a
medium entry to a straighter
curve between the feet for
flying across flat sections with
a flip out the

tail to fitin

the pocket .

When the

waves are

pumping the this model is your
go-to board.

“Luke is kept inspired by surfing the

local NSW South Coast breaks and
getting direct feedback from his
customers using his unique custom

shapes, plus regular trips with mates to

Indonesia to recharge.”

MCKILL SURFBOARDS
M: 0478 154 456

E: mckillshapes@gmail.com
www.mckillsurfboards.com

facebook.com/mckillshapes



6'0"x19%" x2%."

Custom handshape

by Mitchell Rae

Liquid lightning!

Incredibly fast, easy wave
entry, small wave glide and
run. Low rocker with a fully
turbo’d up concave bottom.

Fitted with 4 SwitchBladeFins
this design holds traction

and drive into solid double
overhead waves, giving ita
very broad wave range.

The VZ2Flex delivers a variable
curve, tighter arc, response and
reflex / pop out of the turns...
In short, they are alive to ride.

Get some excitement back into
your surfing in anything from
slop to barrels.

OUTER ISLAND
SURFBOARDS

7 Bayldon Drive,

Raleigh, NSW

Ph: 02 6655 7007
info@outerislandsurfboards.com
outerislandsurfboards.com
outerisland.blogspot.com

Am%{

DIMENSIONS

T0 SUIT

CUSTOM LONGBOARD
by Jason Oliver

For cruising and

tons of fun. This

one is recycled pine
pallets/Western red cedar and
Paulownia. Hollow construction.
All my boards are fully sealed/
glassed inside and super strong.
This one’s glassed in 3oz cloth.
10" box + sides.

JASON OLIVER
HOLLOW WOODEN SURFBOARDS

Ph: 0416 475 362
Email: jasoliver@live.com
jasonoliverwoodensurfboards.com.au

Boards available at:
UNDERGROUND SURF, Noosa Heads

60" x19%2"x 23%”
THE SPEED

FREAK
MACHINE

by Chris Garrett

“Inspired by the Campbell Brothers
Bonzer, a client asked me to make
my interpretation of that timeless
design. A great single fin with

a low entry rocker and venturie
concaves to accelerate the water
flow to and around the set side
keel fins, this machine flies!!

“Down-foiled rails, plenty of float
for the easy paddle in and down

the line speed.... It's a real section
killer. Custom made to fit your life.

“Glassing is 4 x 4 x 4, set keelettes
and 10" finbox

“Handshaped and fine-tuned.”

PHANTOM SURFBOARDS

Custom surfboards available at:

SUNHOUSE, Coolangatta, THE BOARDROOM,
Miami, BRUNSWICK SURE Brunswick Heads

Ph: 0424 450 690
E: phantomsurfboards@gmail.com

www.chrisgarrettshapes.com.au

60" Xx19%” X 23%”

ROCKET

by Chris Garrett

TWIN FISH
O

“The classic twin fin

design that | developed while
working with Rasta.... Fast and
loose, plenty of drive and with the
small stabiliser removing the bad
behaviour, a real performer.

“Flat deck, lower entry and deep
double concaves in the tail exiting
through a vee at the swallow puts
plenty of spark in the board and the
fun back into the session....

“Glassing is 4 x 4 x 4, with a
2+ fin setup.

“Typically ridden reasonably
shorter than you are to help you
surf better.”

- BOARDS

GEAR

SHAPER'S PROMOTION



60" x21"x2%”

DIAMOND TAIL
SINGLE FIN

by Mark Rabbidge

It's part of the fish ‘
family and is designed

to be ridden in similar

small wave conditions. The
channels in the tail are quite
deep and act like flutes or
fins in effect. The design
complements the wider tail
and the big single fin delivers
the drive and makes the board
less skatey.

This is Pam’s latest board and
she is loving it.

RABBIDGE SURF DESIGN

FROM 5°6” - 6°6”

THE FISH

by Mark Rabbidge

This Fish is not some

stubby, chunky thing

just for summr crap. It's a high
performance board that can
handle up to 8ft.

| have been refining them
since 1992. | can custom
shape to your requirements
and add extra thickness if
required. | like to use channels
in the rails for the tri-fin and
quad configurations becasue
they go unreal.

Bendalong, NSW Ph: 02 4456 4038 M: 0427 767 176

www.markrabbidge.com

CUSTOM FROM 5°10° - 610”

STEP TAIL

by the Knight Family
“The bottom shape
has a step tail vee

that runs on an angle out
through a flyer just behind the
extra fin plugs. This gives the
board more acceleration while
also stepping the foam away
allowing the tail to sit lower
in the water creating a livelier
feel under the back foot.”

HARVEST SURFBOARDS
Christine Avenue, Miami, QLD
P: 07 5576 5914

E: aaron@nharvestsurfboards.com
www.harvestsurfhoards.com

CUSTOM FROM 5°5” - 6°2”

MUSHROOM
VILLAGE

by the Knight Family ‘
“Shorter styled board

with 3 or 4 fins, lower down
rails throughout most of board
with release towards the nose,
this gives the board more
surface area creating a faster
down the line feel. For anyone
who wants a shorter fun board
for anything 1-3+ foot.”

Available at Underground Surf, Noosa and Board Culture, Mermaid Beach.



62" x21 %" x 25"

MURAL SINGLE
A curvy, wider

by Rory Oke ‘
single fin that is

user friendly in a variety of
conditions.

CONSTRUCTION
Handshaped Ocean Foam
PU blank, 60z cloth polished
finish, and a glassed-on 8"
single fin.

SHAPER’S COMMENT
Murals are available on all our
custom orders.

66" x21'2" x2%”

THE ELLIPSE

by Rory Oke

A pulled in nose .
and tail with the

increased tail lift makes this
model ultra responsive but
still a wave magnet with the
forward outline.

CONSTRUCTION
Handshaped Ocean Foam
PU blank, 6 oz cloth polished
finish with a 3 x Speeedfins
Fibreglass s120 setup.

SHAPER’S COMMENT

Still by far the most popular
of our midlength models.
Available up to 8'0".

OKE SURFBOARDS

611" x213%" X 2%”

FUNBOARD

by Rory Oke
Easy to use for .
beginners. Still great

fun in small stuff for better
surfers.

CONSTRUCTION
Handshaped Ocean Foam PU
blank, 6 oz cloth, polished
finish. 3 x Speeedfins
Fibreglass s120 setup.

SHAPER’S COMMENT

This one was custom made
with a 2" chunky cedar
stringer.

59" x19%” x 23"

ELEVATOR
SWALLOW

by Rory Oke

Performance ‘
shortboard for small

to medium waves.
CONSTRUCTION

Ocean Foam PU blank, 40z

cloth, wetrub finish and 3 x
Futures fin setup.

SHAPER’S COMMENT
Slightly wider tail area than
the standard Elevator.

1/1-7 Canterbury Rd, Braeside, VIC, 3195 Ph: 03 9587 3553 www.okesurfboards.com

BOARDS
SHAPER'S PROMOTION
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7’4, 9°0 and 9°6 available 10°0,10°6,11°0 0r 11°6

SURFBOARD THE SUP

by Chris Preston by Chris Preston
Paddle assist ‘ Paddle assist
motorised surfboard. motorised SUP. The

Single fin or thruster for 9'0". 10'0" is shown above.

Epoxy with two layers of glass Epoxy with two layers of glass
- 6 oz top and bottom with four - 6 0z top and bhottom with
layers on the rails. Two carbon four layers on the rails. Single
fibre t-stringers. Single concave concave into a double concave.
into a double concave. Prices Prices start at $4,500 (inc GST).
Pl “Suited to all conditions - small
“All round fun board in all surf, flat water, lakes, rivers.”
conditions”.

POWER BOARDS PTY LTD

Unit 4/100 Sugar Road

Maroochydore, QLD 4558

P:+61 418 676 563
E: info@powerboards1.com

www.powerhoards1.com

8x22"x3”

THE BIG BOY ]

SI:ped by Al Colk . 9'109'6"x 23"

& t paddler, reall

co?f%rt%%le E(r)arr%a’ ! mGGERs

fast and carves nice Shaped by Al Colk

turns. My personal favourite.” e 8 :
Finely tuned with beautiful

bottom contour great classic
turning, trimming and nose
riding.”

TUBE TIME SURFBOARDS
Burleigh Heads, Gold Coast
P: 0408 425 368 www.tubetime.com.au

Available from Australian Waterman, Burleigh Heads



58" X19%" X23%”

98 TIE DYE
by Robin Green

The Tie dye is made ‘
from a stringerless

polyurethane blank,

glassed with double 4oz deck
and single 4oz bottom and fitted
out with Futures fin system as a
thruster.

Using high quality resin tints,
the glass job is unique, with
the pattern impregnated into
the glass. This is not a digitally
printed inlay.

A relaxed rocker
will ensure down
the line speed,
whilst the curvy
outline promotes
maneuverability.

JWGKING

The Ding King is a collaborative of South
Australian surfboard shapers, glassers,
artists and sanders. As well as pumping

out ding repairs, we also produce
brand new surfcraft and run shaping
workshops.

1" x22%" X2%”

TRAD LOG

by Leighton Clark

Mexican blanket
resin tint, rail
wrapped cut lap.

clark

surfboards

Units 7 & 8, 9 Chapman Road,
Hackham SA 5163
E: leightonclark01@yahoo.com.au
M: 0422 443789

facebook.com/thedingkingAUS

6’4" x19%."x2%2”
CHANNEL BOTTOM
Shaped by Bean

bottom. Great for ‘
Indo, coral reefs.

Surfs unreal as a 4-finner.

7!7;! X 21 ux 3!!

7’7 FOR G-LAND

Shaped by Bean
Channel bottom for ‘
G-Land. When the

going gets tough,the
tough get going!

Modern channel

Big waves, big balls, and one
of these should do the job.
Features a 5-fin setup.

Check ot the card

{w/u, F&W“

BALIN SURFBOARDS
1891 Point Nepean Road, Tootgarook Vic 3941

PH: (03) 5985 5860 E: beansurf@bigpond.net.au

www.balinsurfboards.com.au Balin-Surfboards

R: BOARDS

GEAR
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ONE LITTLE SCREW

PART II: A TALE OF BEING SMARTER

WORDS: MARK CHAPMAN

Regular readers would have seen
the story in last edition of how,

in a act of pure lunacy, | forgot to
put in the bung screw on my brand
new birthday gift - an absolutely
amazing recycled pallet timber
board by my personal favourite
wooden board builder, Jason Oliver.

That meant, | almost sunk it. Yep,

| filled it up with salt water and

enjoyed weeks of panic trying to drain it and dry it, all the while hiding
my shame and silly mistake from Jason and Dave (my generous friend).

The thing I've learned through this process (and yes, every silly mistake
is simply a lesson to make us incrementally smarter in life) is that my
actual mistake was not sinking the board, but was rather not reading
the care instructions, and then trying to ‘cover it up’. This epiphany
happened upon reading the email | received from Jason, after publicly
confessing my sins last edition...

“Hi Mark, had a little chuckle when | read the latest mag. There was no
need to panic, you will see in the care instructions that the interior is
fully sealed (in epoxy) for this very reason, water inside the board isn't a
problem at all. | have done the same thing myself several times believe
itor not!”

Um. Sealed inside? Of course it is... | knew that, somewhere in the back
of my mind... So, I had no need to panic? Nope. None at all.

So what are the lessons here?

NUMBER ONE: Always read the care instructions. Seriously. We're
modern humans, we can read maps, instructions, guides... | am suitably
chastised.

NUMBER TWO: Never think covering up and fixing mistakes yourself
is the way to go! No matter how sheepish you feel, chat to the expert!
It would have saved me a whole lot of stress, and earned me a much
earlier sigh of relief.

Either way, it's brilliant to know that my Battered Mullet is 100% good
to go, but I promise: I'll never forget that bung screw ever again! @
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New Zealand

RAGLAN, NZ
loiGaDanos

7 days, 10am to 5pm except
winter - catch us if you can
+64 7 825 0544

KAIKOURA, Nz

§URGE
URFBOARDS
Bust your board?

Call us 24/7

027 428 7453

Queensland

AGNES WATER/1770
REEF 2 BEACH

Mon-Sat, 9-5pm,
Sun,10-4pm
07 4974 9072

PEREGIAN BEACH

PEREGIAN
BEAGH SURF
SHOP

Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm,

Sat 9am - 4pm
07 5471 3489

KAWANA

NICHOLSON

ﬁEHFBOAHDS
AIRS &

RESTORATIONS

Mon - Fri 7-3pm,

Sat 7-midday

0438 631 153
facebook.com/nicholsonsurf

MOFFAT BEACH

THE FAGTORY
SURFBOARDS

Monday-Friday 9am-5pm,
Saturday 8am-12pm
(07) 5492 5838

LABRADOR
R

Mon-Fri 9am - 5.30pm
Weekends by Appointment
0401 016 088

SOUTHPORT
KOMA

Mon-Fri 9am -5pm,
Sat 9am -12pm
0402 863 763

MIAMI

DINO’S DING
REPAIRS

Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm,
Sat 9am - 12pm
0409727 735

THE DING SHOP
Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5pm,

Sat 9am - 1pm

0404 804 498

BURLEIGH HEADS
MT WOODGEE

1730 Gold Coast Highway
(07) 5535 0288

Sun-Fri, 9am - 5pm

Sat 8:30am - 5pm

CURRUMBIN
MT WOODGEE

2 Stewart Rd
(07)5598 2188
Sun-Fri, 9am - 5pm
Sat 10am - 4pm

AXIMUM
URFBOARDS

46 Currumbin Creek Rd
Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
Sat 10am - 3pm

Sun by appointment
0400 338 098

New South Wales

YAMBA
PLANK SHOP

02 6645 8362

gﬂMBSTONE
URFBOARDS

Tues - Fri 9am - 4pm, Sat
9am - 12pm
0432 330 826

COFFS HARBOUR

REPARS.

NEWTON

4/6 Druitt Court

Open most days, just call.
0402 864 062

BUSTED YOUR BOARD?
GET IT FIXED HERE...
BUDGEWOI PHILLIP ISLAND
SURFBOARD %SI.&\N% gUHF
B 07 O
7 days, 9-5pm
Mon-Fri 10am - 5.30pm 0359522578
Weekends by appointment
0422 304 078
CRONULLA South flustralia
T
\WOODEN BOARD REPAIRS T"E DING KING
Mon-Sat 9am-4pm Clark Surfboards
0412 376 464 Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm
0422 443789
WOLLONGONG LONSDALE
KIPP
URFBOARDS  MID COAST SURF
Mon-Fri 9am - 5:30pm Call us for a quality repair
Thurs 9am - 7:30pm 088384 5522
Sat 9am - 4pm,
e SOUTH COAST
MR DAMAGE
SHELLHARBOUR SURFBOARDS
Bnow“ DoGG Call Mark 0416 199 764
mark@mrdamagesurfboards.
7 days a week - Just call coml.(au damagesiboas
0416 455 985
JERVIS BAY
INNER FEELING
SURFBOARDS

Seven days, 9am - 5pm
02 4441 6756

Victoria

BELLARINE
PENINSULA

BOHF_A
SURFBOARDS
Mon-Sat, 10am-5pm,
0403 693 333

THORNBURY

ZAK
SURFBOARDS

Mon - Fri 10am - 6pm,
Sat 10am - 5pm
039416 7384

TORQUAY
STONKER

Seven days, 9am - 5pm
035261 6077

gHE SURFERS
HED

Seven days, 9am - 5pm
0437 246 848

DO YOU FIX
BROKEN
BOARDS?

Promote your surfboard repair
business for $15 an edition.
Call 0401 345 201




THE SURFER’S BIREGTORY

WARM 19C-26C

COOL 14C-19C

iy

www.askhuey.com

It’s not called The Observatory for nothing...

WATCH THE
SUN RISE OVER
COFFS HARBOUR

30-36 Camperdown Street
Coffs Harbour, NSW 2450
(Walk to the Jetty Strip eateries)
I2h

IR

WWW.THEOBSERVATORY.COM.AU

SMORGASBOARDER | TRAVEL 2015

VISIT NOOSA, STAY & SURF

2 PARK CRESCENT SUNSHINE BEACH QLD 4567
150 METRES TO SURF BEACH, SHOPS AND SURF CLUB
CALL (07)5474 6200

SURFBOARDS & MUCH MORE

SCAN ME TO VISIT THE WEBSITE

3 Banksia Dve, Byron Bay
T 02 6685 8778
E info@mcsurf.com.au

www.mcsurf.com.au

Bgron Sunset Happy Hour!

FOR EVERY MAJOR SURF BREAK IN AUSTRALIA
) h'lonJa_(J to ch]d” +-6pm
Half price selected T:al:\as \L;;3|am;3r1 and CIIPS,\

h QPen every cl:u, Breakfast, lunch and dinner. ’THPJS till late.
shop
or direct from www.renniks.com Cnr Lawson & Jonson, Byron Bay

02 6680 ¢ 5 /Ww.balcony.com.au



SIVIASH ‘N GRAB

TAKEA ROLLER COASTER RIDE WITH THE SHEDNINE CREW

EDDIE WEARNE/SHEDNINE

K K

A lot of people comment on how they
love the rawness and grassroots appeal
of Smorgasboarder. Well if you like that
aspect of our mag, there is a fair chance
you will love “Smash 'n Grab.”

Surfing, snowboarding, skateboarding,
motocross, paddleboarding,
bodyboarding, art, tattoos and just the
pure insane antics of a bunch of lunatics
is what features throughout this
amalgamation of short films that runs
for a hour and a half set to an original
soundtrack.

The man behind the production is Eddie
Wearne. When he is not pushing the
limits and featuring in and producing
these “twisted films”, Eddie runs
ShedNine - an amazing shop down in

Rye on the Mornington Peninsula for
anyone with an adrenalin addiction. In
essence the film is Eddie and his mates,
some unknown and some well known
such as Martin Potter, Marti Paradisis
and Kyron Rathbone to name a few,
getting amongst it in any way they can.
The description on the back cover of
the DVD case sums up “Smash ‘n Grab”
perfectly — “The film has no script,
direction, storyline or budget.
[t's just a mashup of all
these crazy parts.” With all
that said, it is an absolute
cracker and crack-up of a S|MPLY SEND US
DVD. YOUR SMASHING

shednine.com PHOTO!

CORE A
F&EE COPY.

MOVIE
REVIEWS
BY DAVE

SWAN

LETTERS@SMORGASBOARDER.CDM.AU
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ROADTRIP
REVIEWS
BY MARK

CHAPMAN

MT WARNING
PETRIFED HEART EP

INDEPENDENT
* % %

Mt Warning is a one-man project by
Mikey Bee, originally from Shepparton
in country Victoria who now calls
Byron Bay home.

According to the press release, his
new EP, “Petrified Heart" is a letter.

To the eardrums, it's well-written
indie-rock, with Mikey showing off
great  songwriting,  musicianship
and impressive vocal range - a
combination that's getting him noticed
a fair bit around the Aussie music
scene at the moment. A little José
Gonzéles at times, a little Gotye, even
a little Peter Gabriel, “Petrified Heart”
is a mature release that's sure to add
a few fans to the Facebook page.

mtwarningmusic.com
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DU BLONDE
WELCOME BACK TO MIK

CREATE/CONTROL

* % &

Du Blonde is the current stage persona
of English guitar-toting muso Beth
Jeans Houghton. | must admit when
| first saw the cover art - | expected
some lame made-for-radio electro
pop. | was wrong.

Not only does Beth plays instruments
across the album, showing serious
proficiency across a variety of styles,
she also crowns it with vocal talent
that covers as many styles - from
tongue-in-cheek showtunes to husky,
dirty indie-rock.

Not a pop release by any stretch,
but there are plenty of hooks to hold
even the most discerning listeners
attention. Good stuff!

www.dublonde.co.uk

TEX PERKINS

& THE DARK HORSES
TUNNEL AT THE END OF THE LIGHT

DARK HORSE RECORDS/ INERTIA

* %k

Tex Perkins - the man of many musical
projects, a whole lot of talent, and talented
musos to back it all up - is back again...

The new album by Tex Perkins & The Dark
Horses “Tunnel at the End of the Light” sees
him back once again, this time in a reflective
and dark mood. The last time we were
writing about Tex was on the release of the
awesome debut album of The Ape. While
that was pure rock fury, with plenty of power
and distorted guitar glory, “Tunnel at the end
of the light” is completely different - slowed
down, introspective, but still heavy in its
own way. Expect atmospheric, minimalist
sounds throughout.

With a promo photo grumpy enough to
rival a '90s death metal band and lyrics like
“They shoot horses, don't they?” this is most
certainly no feelgood album - not one to add
to the Caribbean-themed birthday party
playlist. But hey, everyone needs a good cry
sometimes, they say.

If you already appreciate the many, many
outputs of the talented Darwin-born singer/
songwriter, you're already sold. Pour
yourself a drink, turn down the lights and
prepare to get moody.

texperkins.com.au



Surfing novels

by surfer, shaper and award
winning author, Mike Davis

ICE

What happens
when a child
from another
age is thrust
into the 21
century?

E-Book $9.99
mikedavispointsurfer.com

679.95

JF '
KTBO(
BUY/(ONLINE;TODAY,

BOOKKEEPING
FOR THE SURFING
INDUSTRY.

Ds Wé?’ ;au Do Geir”
ad b NN

Call Lauren on 0407 965 225
lauren@surfbooks.com.au

. LIVE RERE

i i for sale on
An ideal surf shop business
{he far South Goast of NSW. Enhance your
lifestyle, start living the dream...
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BETTER
TOGETHER

The team at Better Together
Project from the Mornington
Peninsula have developed
workshops in both schools
and communities in which
local students work alongside
seniors to demonstrate how
to use technology.

This unique approach brings these
two generations closer together in the
community, learning from one another.

The team recently partnered with Mt Eliza
wooden surfboard builders and educators
Tree to Sea to run workshops where seniors
and school students get together to build
beautiful boards. They now have workshops
in which seniors from the local Mens Shed
are partnering one-on-one with Mount Eliza
Secondary School students building
traditional wooden surfboards.

At the recent workshop held in May, six
paipo bellyboards were completed by the
students and their mentors. Robert and Gary
from Tree to Sea oversaw the running of
the workshop with part of the day including
a brief history of the origins of wooden
surfboards and their construction.

The Better Together Project’s Merv Stewart
explains: “There are endless opportunities
to provide innovate solutions that enables
all members of our communities to work,
play and share wisdom and knowledge

for mutual benefit. With the success of
their recent initiatives the team at Better
Together Project are determined to continue
to drive the change that will make our
communities better and stronger”.

And if they can make some awesome
surfboards in the process, that's just a
fantastic extra.

More information can be found about
The Better Together Project
www.bettertogetherproject.com.au
or call Merv Stewart on 0413 162 252

Tree to Sea www.treetosea.com.au
Alternately, call Robert on 0409 211 751
or Gary on 0423 804 975
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THE SURFER’S BIREGTORY

CAMP ON THE BEACH IN FRONT
OF THE ICONIC LION ROCK, AT
ONE OF N2’S TOP SURF BREAKS

Includes:
ac Flight costs
| Hospital costs

LOCAL SURF
BRANDS

TH, NZ
BEACH ST, FITZROY, NEW PLYMOUTH,
. P: +64 (06) 7580400

E: chip@hotmail.co.nz

¥ Like Beach Street Surf Shop

. HIRF

SURFE(

on Facebook! WETS gﬁfj%s
SUPs

ITS ALL ABOUT SURFING!
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SURXSISURESTARANAKI

TARANAKIZ

AN
JWIL
1

nakisupandsurf@gmail.com
CALL: 0210 229 7215.

Stand up paddle
& surf sports



BEACH STREET WETTIE SHOW

WORDS: CHIP ANDREWS | PHOTOS: DAISY DAY

“We held a wetsuit show for the first time at the
New Plymouth Surf Riders Club last Saturday
night and showcased the wetsuits that we stock
for men, women and kids. For the most part, we
used the surfers who were sponsored by the
brands to show them off, and we did a profile on
each surfer. Was great!

“In between each brand we asked a surfing trivia
question and gave away a $50 wetsuit voucher.

After the wetsuit show was finished it was
followed by Comedy Hour.

“It was a successful night and fun was had by all.

I will definitely do this again!!”

For more, drop in to the Beachstreet Surf Shop at
39 Beach Street, Fitzroy in New Plymouth.

CLOSEOQUT: LIVE IT UP

SWAPPING IN LENNOX

WORDS: JASON SHRIEVES

The first annual Lennox Head Surfboard Swap
Meet took place on the 6th of June during

the annual Love Lennox Festival. The event

was presented by Boat Channel Boardracks in
conjuction with LE-BA Boardriders and supported
by all of the local surfrider clubs including the
Lennox Longboarders, All Girls Surfriders, and
Ballina Malibu Club.

Boards of all eras, shapes and sizes were entered
into the event, with a Gold Coin donation per
board and 10% of the sale as the condition of
entry. All in all, including the retro board raffles,

board entries, and board sales, $467.40 was
raised for the Disabled Surfers Association
of Australia, which will be presented at an
upcoming meeting by the event organisers.

The “Best of” competitions were a crowd favorite,

with prizes awarded to the owners of “Best board
of event”, “Best Single fin”, “Best Twinny”, “Best

Thruster”, “Best Longboard”, and so on.

We are looking forward to a larger event next

year so keep an ear out for the date announcement,

likely the 1t or 2@ weekend of June.
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THE SURFER’S BIREGTORY

WELLINGTON’S
SURF GENTRAL!

PLUS: Bodyboards, Surf Accessories, Dive Gear,
SUPs, Skateboards, DVDs, Books & Magazines...

SNZ-APPROVED SURF SCHOOL & BOARD HIRE

wwwiealsurffcomnz

QUALITY SURFBOARDS

SHORT OR LONG TERM RENTALS

WWW.RAGLANLONGBOARDS.CO.NZ
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IN THE BACK VARD

Faud 0G has been making poands part~time fon
himsddF and Wis mates fon oven B30 | datven po, the
atoke of sting and woupined by he histons, of stpoand
Aé%ﬂz{'ﬂ?. Heal ane some shots of hus lates FU, hollow
Lomben, padownia and EFS creations.
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WETSUIT

EXTREME
STRETCH NECK
FOR COMFORT
BRAND
NEW
CHEST zIP
DESIGN

BETTER
MEMORY

IMPROVED
QUALITY

EXTREME
STRETCH

KEEPS
SHAPE
LONGER

WELDED AND
TAPED SEAMS
FOR BEST SEAL
AND STRETCH

PHASE lli

AVAILABLE DIRECT FROM ZEE,

07 5474 1010
Unit 2, 15 Venture Drive,
Noosaville, QLD

WWwWw.zeewetsuits.com

Mon-Fri: 9-5, Sat: 9-12

WE REPAIR/ALTER ALL BRANDS
OF WETSUITS.
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CLOSEOUT: ALOHA BARRY

JUST LOADING NoW, NoT
VERY GOod RECEPTION
OUT HERE... C'MON. -«

M YEAH MATE, STILL SAYING WE GoT
Z HOURS BEFORE IT SWINSS....
WADDA YA RECKON BAZ, OUT THEREY

@  SMORGASBOARDER | TRAVEL 2015 The next time you see Barry it'll be for the Spring edition... Enjoy the last of the cold and the winter swells! Cheers!
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